
Elapsed time brain teasers

Fireworks
Every year, Lexi watches the New Year’s Eve fireworks show 
on TV.  The fireworks show is full of different colored 
fireworks.  
The fireworks show ends at midnight.
Blue fireworks go off 7 mins before the end of the show.
Red fireworks go off 3 mins after the yellow fireworks.
The yellow fireworks go off 11 mins after the green 
fireworks.
The orange fireworks go off at 11:37pm.
What time did the red fireworks go off?
The green fireworks go off 30mins before the end of the 
show.  What time does each color firework go off?

Time Brain 
Challenge

Name: _____________________

Trenton wanted to watch a movie with his brother, Brock.  They 

started the movie at 2:30pm.  

• The previews lasted for 8mins and 30 seconds.  

• At 3:05, Brock paused the movie to go to the kitchen and make 

some popcorn.  Brock spent 7 minutes getting snacks, and then 

they resumed the movie.  

• The boys’ mom yelled into the living room to ask if they had 

finished folding their laundry.  Since they had not finished, their 

mom said they had to pause the movie and finish doing their 

chores before they could finish watching the movie.  Trenton 

paused the movie at 3:45pm.  The boys finished their chores at 

4:12pm.   They continued the movie.  

• They finally finished the movie at 4:48pm.  

How long was the actual movie (not including 

previews).  *Show your work on a separate page!
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